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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION — SCIENCE DIVISION 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.08 pm]: I would like to inform the house 
about the work being undertaken by the Department of Environment and Conservation’s science division. The 
science division generates knowledge and understanding of the state’s native flora and fauna, the biological 
communities and landscapes in which they occur, and the ecosystem processes that support them. This 
information is then used for effective conservation and management of the state’s biodiversity. Many of the 
division’s scientists are nationally and internationally recognised in their fields of expertise, providing a high 
degree of credibility for the science undertaken in DEC. They are also investing in the future through supporting 
PhD students and more than 100 partnerships with federal and state research institutions, universities, natural 
resource management and community groups, and the corporate sector, particularly the mining industry. 

The division’s work is wide-ranging. Major biological surveys of the Pilbara region and selected Kimberley 
islands have greatly increased our knowledge of these areas and provide a regional context for conservation and 
development decision making. Results of the forest monitoring project Forestcheck have been used to inform the 
draft Forest Management Plan 2014–2023, and a major study of forest fire behaviour has resulted in the 
development of a new fire behaviour model that improves the reliability of predictions across a wide range of 
fire danger conditions. 

The state’s herbarium now hosts more than 700 000 native Western Australian plant specimens representing 
more than 12 300 species. In just the last five years, herbarium scientists have discovered and described 565 new 
plant species, of which more than half are rare or of conservation concern. The Department of Environment and 
Conservation has outperformed global targets for plant conservation, with 70 per cent of the state’s flora being 
conserved in seed collections and 13 per cent of them being used for establishment of new secure populations of 
threatened species. The division also undertakes a major program to restore the nature of our rangeland 
ecosystems such as that at Lorna Glen, through removal of domesticated animals, establishment of fire regimes 
that produce a mosaic of habitats, and control of introduced predators. Native fauna populations are being 
reconstructed through translocation of animals from sites like Barrow Island, and from captive breeding 
facilities. Introduction of our most threatened mammal, Gilberts potoroo, to Bald Island and a secure site on the 
mainland has led to a significant increase in numbers. In the marine area, a statewide program keeps track of the 
health and effectiveness of our marine parks and reserves. 
The Perth Observatory, also part of DEC’s science division, continues a significant public education and 
outreach program through its popular night tours. It is a professional obligation of scientists to communicate 
research findings to a range of audiences. Between 2006 and 2011, the division produced 574 scientific 
publications and 1 376 general publications. 
I am pleased to inform the house that DEC’s science division’s 2011–12 report, which outlines research 
activities and their implications for management, is now available at dec.wa.gov.au. 
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